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Suzuki NZ Production Championship

December 2  2009

Media release: For immediate release to all media

Crash ends Childs championship hopes

A spectacular crash shortly after the start of the second race at the Ruapuna (Christchurch) round of the Suzuki NZ Production Championship has ended the hopes of Logan Childs winning this season’s Suzuki NZ Production Championship, his Mitsubishi Evo 9 being damaged virtually beyond repair.

“It’s a real shame as we were going well and definitely the fastest car in the championship, but after missing the first round, it was imperative I kept scoring good points in the remaining rounds. The cost of repairing my car – if it can be rebuilt – is too much, especially with virtually no chance of winning the championship. I will get back racing, but it may not be next season and it may not be in this Production Class,” said a dejected Childs who had earlier been told he had been excluded from race two at Pukekohe for an over-boosting turbo and fined $300.

Childs accident happened shortly after the start of the second race at Ruapuna when he and last year’s champion, Simon Sceats, both made an equally good start off the grid and headed down the main straight, then back up through Christchurch Casino curve which was as they headed into the infield. The cars touched and Childs car flew high into the air after spearing into the bank and tyre wall going through more than a full 360 degree spin in mid air before crashing to the ground, and in doing so crashed into the car of Sceats, the impact breaking its roll cage. An official enquiry after the race put the blame on Sceats for careless driving, fining him $800 with his licence endorsed for three months and given four licence demerit points.

The elimination of Childs from the championship has opened the door for Sceats to retain his championship, Sceats taking some points from the Ruapuna round when Kevin Varney offered him the use of his car in the third race.

However Zane Coppins consistency in his Evo 9 sees him leading the 4WD class heading to Timaru, but if Brady Kennett can iron out the bugs in his Evo 9 that have surfaced since he and his team installed a new motor prior to this round, it should regain the competitive speed it showed at the opening round.

Leading class B is Gene Rollinson in his Mazda 3 MPS, both Rollinson’s driving skills and the car’s potency dominating the class, only Michael Modgill  in his Mazda3 MPS and Steve Taylor in his giant-killing Honda Civic Type R occasionally showing some real opposition.

Current Class A Suzuki Swift Cup champion, Cody McMaster, leads this class but is finding the opposition much stronger than last year. Castrol scholarship winner Ben Dallas is his biggest threat with Graeme Smyth and William Bamber always in contention.

Childs took pole position for the first Suzuki Production race from Scott McKelvie, Brady Kennett and Zane Coppins – all in Mitsubishi Evo 9s – then Sceats in his Subaru WRX. As expected fastest in the 2WD class was Gene Rollinson in his Mazda 3 MPS, eighth overall, with Michael Modgill second in his similar car. Andrew Fox (Nissan 200X) had turbo problems and withdrew from the meeting. Fastest of the Suzuki Swift Cup cars was a surprise being Scott Downes from William Bamber with Cody McMaster in his home town third, just ahead of Ben Dallas. Grant Aitken and Coppins were then put back five places on the grid for cutting corners.

In the first race, Childs quickly opened a gap which he never looked like losing while a battle raged between Aitken, Coppins, Sceats and McKelvie,  Sceats eventually taking second from  a very close McKelvie, then back to Aitken ahead of Kennett and Rongen in  his Evo 10, then Rollinson in his Mazda3, this car ideally suited to the twisty, technical Ruapuna circuit. Then came Taylor in his Honda Civic Type R, Modgill and Ninkranz in Mazda3s, then Coppins after a minor ‘off’ when a brake lining broke and was propelled out of the calliper. McMaster led home the Swifts after a very close battle with Bamber, Dallas, Downs and Barrie.

Race two was marred by the horrendous crash between Childs and Sceats.  From the re-start it was Coppins out front but chased all the way to the flag by McKelvie, then back to Aitken ahead of Kennett, frustrated with electrical problems.  Rollinson and Rongen had a race-long duel Rollinson just pipping the Evo 10 on the last lap, Rongen still frustrated at not having the right engine computer in his car but we understand that this may be rectified as early as the next round. Taylor was seventh, ahead of Modgill, then back to Wally Richards (Integra) then Mark Joblin (Skyline),  then the gaggle of Swifts led home by Bamber, McMaster, Dallas, Fisher, Downes and Smythe all changing places and minor paintwork, then Barrie and Thrupp.

Race three was the usual reverse grid/delayed groups start, the Suzukis starting first. Richard Moore drove one of his best races in this class, dicing with Dallas in the opening laps at the front of the field, but it wasn’t long before Rollinson was through into a big lead in his MP3. However once the 4WDs had broken through the Swifts, Coppins quickly closed the gap to Rollinson and was soon out in front leading  home Aitken and McKelvie close again, then Sceats driving Kevin Varney’s Subaru, which Varney had kindly offered to him. Rollinson was fifth, then Modgill and Kennett, then Dallas leading home the Swifts, chased hard by Smyth, these two having caught and passed Rongen. Then it was  Thrupp, Moore and McMaster, then Barrie and Downs.

Dane Fisher was given a $750 fine and excluded from the results of this race for ignoring a drive through black flag penalty and exceeding the pit lane speed. His licence was also endorsed and he was given three demerit points which means he now has six and will start from the rear of the grid at the next race.

Points: Class A: McMaster 568, Dallas 524, Smyth 504, Bamber 496, Barrie 446, Fisher 428.

Class B: Rollinson 667, Modgill 576, Taylor 515, Garland 328.

Class C: Coppins 558, Kennett 540, Aitken 506, McKelvie 417, Rongen 373.

Next round : January 9-11 2009 Timaru (Levels raceway)

The attached images are free-to-use, but please credit them to SportProMedia. The images depict Childs spectacular crash, Class C points leader, Zane Coppins, and Cody McMaster leading the Suzuki Swifts.
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