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Suzuki NZ Production Championship

January 13 2009

Media release: For immediate release to all media

McKelvie overcomes sickness to win Timaru

Longtime supporter of production racing, Scott McKelvie, overcame a heavy dose of the flu to win the Timaru round of the Suzuki Production championship in his Mitsubishi Evo 9, despite strong opposition from Brady Kennett and Simon Sceats. This was McKelvie’s first round win in five years of supporting the Class.

Kennett had done a lot of work on tuning his Mitsubishi Evo 9 and was initially pleased with the improvement in the car until the dreaded misfire which has plagued him in earlier events returned. Urgent phone-calls to Auckland found another computer which was rushed to the airport to get it to Christchurch, a team member then driving to Christchurch and back from Timaru to fit the new unit in time for qualifying. All the effort was rewarded with pole position for Kennett from McKelvie, Zane Coppins and Sceats.

Steve Taylor was a surprise fastest in the B Class in his Honda Civic ahead of Gene Rollinson and Michael Modgill in their Mazda2 MPS cars. A good effort from 17 year old Graham Smyth – another experienced karter – saw him qualify fastest of the Suzuki Swift Cup cars ahead of William Bamber, and Cody McMaster.

An addition to the Suzuki Swift Cup class was Johnathon Richards “from Canada”. In fact, Johno is the younger brother of V8 Touring car driver, Simon, sons of Steve Richards and related to veteran Wally Richards racing his Honda Integra in Class B of the championship. Johno, who raced karts a few years ago, has been working as an accountant in Vancouver for three years and comes home for a few weeks each Christmas/New Year.

To quieten any suggestion of some cars having superior engine management controls, all the ECUs of the Swifts were removed, juggled around and replaced so that everyone had a different ECU for the meeting.

McKelvie got the best start in the first race and headed Kennett who then chased him all the way to the flag, unable to find a way past, the two drivers putting on a thrilling display of close production racing around Timaru. Third place went to Coppins, just holding off Grant Aitken, and Steve Taylor in a close group, then Rollinson and Modgill, then back to Varney, Rongen, Fox and Ninkranz. Sceats retired with a gear-linkage/selector problem.  Smyth again drove well to hold off a close McMaster and Bamber in the Swifts, followed by Richard Moore and Ben Dallas, the closeness of these cars making it almost impossible to pass after the first few corners.  Taylor and McMaster both set new lap records for their class.

For the second race on Sunday morning, Kennett got the best of the start, followed by McKelvie, but Kennett was flying and won comfortably from a close McKelvie and Coppins, then Aitken and Sceats whose team had driven to Christchurch and worked most of the night to remove the gearbox and replace it with a new one and return to Timaru. Rollinson headed Taylor from the start in Class B, and set a new lap record for the class in his effort to hold off the closely following Taylor. Then it was back to Varney then Rongen and Fox having a good duel. Leading the Swifts home was McMaster in front of a closely chasing Dallas, Smyth and Bamber, then Moore, Fisher and Barrie. Downes retired with a clutch problem and Modgill retired when a rear brake bolt sheared off the car on the warm-up lap.

Race three, a delayed grid start with the Suzukis starting first and the 4WDs last,  was marred by two incidents on the first lap, the first initiated by Smyth tapping Dallas who then spun into the path of McMaster, bringing out the red flag. A battered Dallas was able to join the re-start, albeit from pit-lane at the back of the field. McMaster was out with a broken steering rack. Also out was Kieran Gray. Kennett was involved in an alleged tap-and-spin and was then given a drive-through penalty, Kennett later claiming he didn’t tap anyone although the damage to the left rear wheel of McKelvie’s car rather justified the officials decision to impose the drive-through penalty.

Absolutely flying through the field in this race was Sceats, soon coming through to take the win on the track from Coppins, then back to Aitken who had his windscreen broken when a bolt was thrown up from the track and lodged itself in the screen! He was closely followed by Rollinson and McKelvie who was now really suffering from a worsening dose of the flu and a bent rear wheel rim.  Then it was back to Taylor, Modgill and a fast recovering Kennett, then Fox, Varney and Rongen. Then came 16-year-old Joel Thrupp to head home the Swifts, Thrupp also racing a Mini at this meeting, leading home Brock Barrie, Bamber, Smyth and Fisher. Next was Katherine Collins and right behind her was Dallas after a brilliant drive from the rear of the field after the first lap incident.

However, following the race and technical checks, Sceats was excluded from the result for having incorrectly sized rear brake rotors, the parts having been imported from the USA but incorrectly labelled in the catalogue.

McKelvie won the round for his Class, Rollinson won Class B and Smyth the Swifts.

Points: Class C (4WD) – Coppins 753, Kennett 736, Aitken 681, McKelvie 619, Sceats 542.

Class B (2WD) – Rollinson 884, Taylor 724, Modgill 696, Fox 471.

Class A (2WD – under 1600cc) – McMaster 710, Smyth 690, Dallas 687, Bamber 670, Barrie 600.

Next round: January 17-18 Teretonga, Invercargill.

For further information : Lindsay Dodd Mob: 0274 383-997.
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